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highly delinquent. The gamma value for this relationship was .711, a very strong positive relationship. Clearly, then, 
having friends give you verbal support for delinquent acts (e.g., “it’s okay to steal”) puts you at risk for delinquency.

It is entirely possible, however, that this relationship exists only when friends’ verbal support is backed up by their 
own behavior. That is, verbal support from our peers might not affect our delinquency when they do not themselves 
commit delinquent acts or when they commit only a very few. In this case, their actions (inaction in this case) speak 
louder than their words, and their verbal support does not influence us. When they also commit delinquent acts, how-
ever, the verbal support of peers carries great weight.

We looked at this possibility to examine the relationship between friends’ verbal support for delinquency and a 
youth’s own delinquency within two levels of friends’ behavior (FRBEHAVE; see Exhibit F.2). We recoded FRBEHAVE 
into two approximately equal groups. In the first group, fewer of one’s friends are delinquent (few delinquent friends) 
than the other (many delinquent friends). This attempt to specify the relationship between friends’ opinions and a 
youth’s own delinquency is shown in Exhibit F.21. What we see is a little complex. When only a few of a youth’s 
friends are committing delinquent acts, their verbal support still has a significant and positive effect on self-reported  

Cross-Tabulation of Perceived Risk by Delinquency Within Levels of Moral BeliefsExhibit F.20

Weak Moral Beliefs

Self-Reported Delinquency

Perceived Certainty

Low Medium High Total

Low 3.8% 14.7% 81.4% 156

Medium 8.6% 27.3% 64.1% 128

High 4.2% 29.6% 66.8%   71

Total 355

χ2 = 13.646 (p < .001), Gamma = −.271

Medium Moral Beliefs

Self-Reported Delinquency

Perceived Certainty

Low Medium High Total

Low 22.0% 42.5% 35.4% 127

Medium 33.9% 35.6% 30.5% 174

High 41.1% 34.2% 24.8% 202

Total 503

χ2 = 13.646 (p < .001), Gamma = −.197

Strong Moral Beliefs

Self-Reported Delinquency

Perceived Certainty

Low Medium High Total

Low 42.7% 28.1% 29.2%   89

Medium 58.9% 17.7% 23.4% 107

High 72.9% 18.3%   8.7% 218

Total 414

χ2 = 13.646 (p < .001), Gamma = −.393


